PREFACE

in great irrigation schemes. Irrigation in Mesopo-
tamia will change the whole face of the country;
vast stretches of desert will be transformed into a
garden, ruined villages will be restored, a new king-
dom may be born, and Babylon possibly rebuilt.
Mosul, practically on the site of ancient Nineveh,
will become easy of access from Europe by means
of the Baghdad railway and the restored navigation
of the Tigris. Its waste places may be filled with
corn, and the city be crowned once more with some
of its ancient glory.

I should like to take this opportunity of thank-
ing all those who have kindly allowed me to use
their photographs, amongst them the Rev. C. H.
Stileman, Dr. Saati of Mosul, and the Publishing
Department of the Church Missionary Society.

I am indebted to Professor Brown's valuable
book entitled " A Year amongst the Persians" for
information on the Babi religion, and to Sir A. H.
Layard's classical work on the excavations of Nineveh,
which I have frequently had occasion to consult.

M. E. EL-G.
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